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ton, covering an area three or four inches in diameter. Make a ring of the vaseline around the button about an inch all around. This is done to prevent the caustic from spreading to the surrounding skin or running into the eyes. After the skin is prepared, dip the stick of caustic into the water to moisten it. Be sure to keep the end of the caustic stick well wrapped with paper to prevent burning the fingers. With the wet caustic stick rub the skin over each button several times,. allowing a few minutes to elapse between rubbings. Keep on rubbing until the skin reddens and the caustic appears to be eating down into the skin. The idea of this treatment is to injure the button so that it will not develop further. Some farmers try this method of horn removal and fail to secure good results. This is probably because the operation is done too hurriedly. While the caustic is eating into the skin, minute pits will be seen. If the weather is rainy, keep the calves inside because the rain may cause some of the caustic left on the head to drain into the eyes. If the caustic is used properly, a scab will form over the button and drop off a few days later. A good burning job is imperative if the button is to be destroyed.
Dehorning with clippers
The clippers is the quickest way to take the horns off a cow. They do the work quickly and are less painful than sawing, but they have the disadvantage of frequently crushing the horn if the cow is very old and the horns brittle. Bleeding is usually more severe when the clippers are used. Clippers are best for young cows because the horn is not so likely to shatter and they can better stand the loss of blood. The clippers may be secured from any of the firms that supply stockmen's needs. They are made especially for this purpose.
Some means of restraint for the animals will have to be devised if many are to be dehorned in this way. An out-